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There is no life without phosphorus. It’s in your bones. It’s in your 
DNA. And as a key fertilizer ingredient, phosphorus is essential 
for global food security. 

As a burgeoning world population harvests more crops for food, 
energy and materials, the demand for phosphorus increases.  
Yet our phosphate rock reserves are non-renewable, increasingly  
contaminated and highly concentrated  
geographically, posing geopolitical  
vulnerability. Meanwhile, intensified  
phosphorus use has degraded  
water quality in rivers, lakes and  
coastal oceans, creating toxic  
algal blooms and dead zones.  
In short, our global water  
security also depends on  
better phosphorus management. 

Your Life Depends on It

Source: Cordell, D.; White, S. Sustainable Phosphorus Measures: Strategies and Technologies for 
Achieving Phosphorus Security. Agronomy 2013, 3, 86-116. 

We use phosphorus inefficiently, 
and we recycle only a small 
fraction of the phosphorus we 
use. We envision a food system 
that manages phosphorus more 
sustainably to provide abundant, 
nutritious food while protecting the 
health of rivers, lakes and oceans. 

Our Vision



The Sustainable Phosphorus Alliance is a member-funded, nonprofit organization  
driven to innovate and facilitate solutions to the phosphorus challenge  
humanity faces. Our mission is to be North America’s central  
forum and advocate for the sustainable use, recovery and  
recycling of phosphorus in the food system.

Members in our organization have the opportunity to:

 •  Partake in working groups that tackle technical, legislative, institutional  
and societal hurdles to implementing phosphorus management innovations.

 •  Network with diverse organizations and people from across the  
phosphorus value chain.

 • Participate in technical webinars on important phosphorus management issues.

 • Attend an annual stakeholder meeting centered on phosphorus sustainability.

 • Obtain discounts to select phosphorus-related events.

By joining, members gain recognition among regulators, investors  
and the public as leaders in phosphorus sustainability.

Our founding partners include:

Allies Addressing a Complex Problem

     Life can multiply until all 
phosphorus is gone, and then 
there is an inexorable halt 
which nothing can prevent.  

– Isaac Asimov
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Sustainable Phosphorus Alliance is a unit of:

Join our Alliance. Lead the World.
Membership in the Sustainable Phosphorus Alliance confers many benefits. 
Begin networking with like-minded organizations who also want to address  
the phosphorus sustainability challenge.

PhosphorusAlliance.org

We invite you to join us.
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